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REMARKS 

The claim amendments 

Applicants distinguish the present invention from the prior art by using "consist 5 of 
language so as ro make it clear that the magnetic layer of the present invention does not in :Iude 
any curing agent such as a polyisocyanate compound. See the wc rking Examples in the pi esent 
specification where no such material or any other resins are preseni. 

In the Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-10 wider 35 LLS.C. § 103( i) as 
unpatentable over EP 1 022 726 Murayama Cl a! (Murayama) alone or in combination with EP 1 
207 522 Meguro et al (Meguro). 

The Examiner's reading and application of the prior art is i el forth in the Action an I will 
not be repeated here except as necessary to an understanding of Applicants' traversal wh ch is 
now presented. 

Comparison of the Claimed Invention and the Prior Art 

The magnetic recording medium shown in Ihe Examples of Murayama and M ;guro 
comprises curing agents {polyisocyanate) in the magnetic layer. Sec [0146] of Murayam i and 
[0147] of Meguro. 

Such magnetic recording media must be subjected to an annealing treatment (heat 
treatment) to cure uncrosslinked curing agents (see [0147] of Mumyama and [0148] of Me ;uro). 
However, if such an annealing treatment is carried out, proimsio is present on the surfac< with 
which the magnetic layer surface is in contact with, such as this surface of a backcoat ayer, 
transfer to the surface of the magnetic layer, resulting in dropouts. 
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Tn contrast, the magnetic recording medium of the present invention does not compt se or 
include any curing agent in the magnetic Jayer. As a consequence, such a curing treatment s not 
necessary. Sec, in this regard, fU)02] and [0103] in the present specification. This, in 
accordance with the present invention, the dropout problem mentioned above can be avoide I. 

Withdrawal of the art rejection and allowance is requested. 

Respectfully sabraiucd, 



SUGHRUE M.JON, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202)293-7860 

Washington offiCH 

23373 

cusTUMiiit mjmnuoi 



Date: June 7, 2005 
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